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Double   A   (AA)   -   Coach   Pitch   -   Grades   1st   and   2nd  
To   be   eligible   to   play   in   Double   A,   a   player   must   currently   be   in   1st   or   2nd   grade.    A   player   in   grades  
below   1st   will   be   allowed   to   play   up   in   the   Double   A   (AA)   division   at   the   league’s   discretion.  
 
General  

● Emphasis   on   improving   skills,   Teamwork   and   Sportsmanship  
● Scores   will   be   kept   all   season.   Score   book   will   be   provided   and   MUST   be   used   by   both   coaches  

during   games.    ALL   COACHES   MUST   KEEP   A   BOOK  
● Prior   to   the   start   of   each   game,   each   team   will   exchange   their    “defensive   player   rotation   form”  

and   batting   order   with   opposing   team.   There   is   free   substitution   of   players.  
● The   coaches   and   umpire   will   sign   off   on   the    official   score   card    to   confirm   play  
● 2   Coaches   for   the   defensive   team   can   be   on   the   field   with   their   players.   

 
Game   Length  

● All   games   played   will   count   towards   the   standings   to   determine   the   seedings   for   the   tournament.  
● Halted   Game.   In   the   event   a   game   is   halted   by   weather,   such   game   is   official   if   each   team   has  

had   3   full   innings   at-bat   or   if   the   home   team   is   ahead   in   the   bottom   of   the   3rd   inning.   
○ If   a   game   has   been   halted   before   it   has   qualified   as   official,   then   the   game   will   be  

rescheduled   and   will   resume   from   where   it   was   delayed   even   if   less   than   one   inning.   
● All   games   postponed   during   the   regular   season   shall   be   scheduled   to   be   made   up   by   the   league.   

 
Playing   Time.   

● All   players   will   bat   and   play   defense.   
● There   will   not   be   any   extra   infielders.    Extra   players   will   be   spread   around   the   outfield.  
● A   player   must   play   an   infield   position   and   an   outfield   position   during   each   game,   and   may   play   no  

more   than   two   innings   at   any   position.   This   is   tracked   using   the   “defensive   player   rotation   form”.  
● Catcher   position   is   mandatory   and   must   be   played   every   inning.  

○ For   safety   players   can   stand   to   the   side   behind   batter   if   needed.  
● A   team   can   start   a   game   with   less   than   9   players.   

○ The   coaches   should   make   every   attempt   to   field   9   players.   
○ If   a   team   has   less   than   9   players   an   out   WILL   NOT   occur.  
○ Teams   may   pick   up   players   from   our   BWBA   recreation   program   only   from   the   level   below  

(Single   A).    Any   replacement   player(s)   may   only   play   outfield   and   must   hit   at   the   bottom  
of   the   order.   

 
Season   Ending   Tournament   

● In   determining   the   league   champion,   a   single   elimination   season   ending   tournament   shall   be  
held.   Seedings   for   the   tournament   shall   be   based   upon   the   regular   season   record.  

● The   official   length   of   games   for   all   tournament   games   shall   be   4   complete   innings,   with   extra  
innings   for   games   ending   in   a   tie   until   a   winner   is   determined.   

● A   team   may   play   short   handed   or   pick   up   a   player   from   a   younger   league   only.    A   replacement  
player   will   not   be   permitted   to   play   if   the   team   has   9   of   its   regular   players   at   the   start   of   the   game.  
If   the   9th   player   arrives   late,   he   would   replace   the   replacement   player   in   the   lineup.  
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Rosters  
 
Each   Machine   Pitch   team   is   assigned   a   head   coach   and   two   assistant   coaches   whose   children   are   on  
that   team.   And   one   team   mom   to   coordinate   concession   volunteers   from   each   team.    The   league   shall  
have   the   number   of   teams   that   allows   each   team   to   field   10-11   players.   
 
All   players   are   expected   to   attend   a   player   evaluation   session   prior   to   the   team   assignments.    The   league  
shall   run   the   evaluation   with   the   help   of   the   coaches.    Teams   will   be   assigned   by   the   BWBA   Board  
Members   and   League   Director   using   the   player   evaluations.    It   is   important   for   all   players   to   attend   the  
evaluation   to   ensure   the   competitive   balance   of   the   league.  
 
Each   team   will   have   equal   distribution   of   1st   and   2nd   grade   players   within   reason.    Player   requests   will   be  
limited   with   all   requests   being   considered   but   may   not   be   honored.   
 
A   late   sign-up   will   be   automatically   placed   on   the   team   at   the   discretion   of   the   officers.    Every   effort   will   be  
made   to   ensure   all   teams   have   an   equal   number   of   players.   And   equal   as   possible   the   number   of   2nd  
grade   players   per   team.  
 
No   changes   of   players   from   team   to   team   will   be   made   by   coaches.   
 
If   a   player   can   not   complete   the   season   after   they   are   placed   on   a   team   then   this   player   will   not   be  
counted   as   an   active   player   and   the   selection   order   applies.  
 
 
  

 
 

Page   13   of   32  



 

Big   Walnut   Baseball   Association  
Sunbury,   OH  

2018   Rules  

 

AA   Coach   Pitch   Rules  
 
The   AA   League   will   follow   the   Ohio   High   School   Baseball   Rules   except   for   the   following   amended  
ground   rules:  
 

1. General  
a. In   the   regular   season,   a   game   will   be   complete   after   the   4th   inning,   or   time   limit  
b. No   new   inning   will   start   after   1   hour   from   the   scheduled   start   time.  
c. Games   may   end   in   a   tie.   

 
2. Run   Rule  

a. Teams   may   only   score   five   (5)   runs   per   inning.  
b. If   a   team   is   up   by   more   runs   than   possible   for   their   opponent   to   score   the   game   is  

considered   a   run   rule.    Example   6   runs   after   3   innings.  
c. Time   permitting   teams   may   continue   a   run   ruled   game   with   the   agreement   of   both  

coaches.  
 

3. Distances.   
a. The   distance   between   the   bases   will   be   60   feet.   
b. The   pitching   mound   distance   will   be   46   feet.  

 
4. Conduct  

a. Any   batter   that   throws   the   bat   will   receive   a   warning   and   the   next   time   be   called   out.  
b. Players   are   not   to   throw   batting   helmets,   one   warning,   then   removal   from   the   game.  

 
5. Batting  

a. Players   are   to   swing   the   bats   in   the   on   deck   area   only.  
b. A   coach   from   the   batting   team   will   pitch   overhand   to   their   players   from   the   mound.  
c. Three   strikes   shall   be   played   as   an   out.    (Seven   Pitch   maximum   to   each   batter)   –   No  

walks.   If   seventh   ball   is   a   foul,   batter   will   receive   another   pitch   and   will   continue   until  
batter   hits   or   strikes   out.   

d. There   will   be   no   bunting.    All   batted   balls   must   go   past   a   6   foot   arc   from   back   of   home  
plate,   on   the   ground   or   in   the   air   to   be   fair,   otherwise   it   will   be   a   foul   ball.  

e. If   a   player   bats   out   of   order   this   will   result   in   a   warning.   (Second   offense   will   constitute   an  
out)   and   if   a   hit   ball   occurs   during   batting   out   of   order   any   player(s)   that   advanced   will  
have   to   return   to   original   occupied   base(s).  

 
6. Baserunning  

a. There   will   be   no   stealing   or   leading   off   the   bases.    If   the   base   runner   leaves   before   the  
ball   is   hit,   he   will   be   sent   back   to   base   he   previously   occupied.  

b. There   will   be   no   intentional   contact   by   the   base   runner   with   a   player   covering   a   base.    All  
runners   must   slide   to   avoid   contact.  

c. A   runner   who   leaves   the   base   after   the   ball   is   dead   must   return   to   the   base.   This   will   be  
determined   by   the   umpire.  
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7. Fielding  
a. A   batted   ball   hit   into   fair   territory   is   a   live   ball.   A   ball   is   considered   dead   when,   a   thrown  

ball   is   in   the   possession   of   any   infielder   in   the   skinned   infield   area,   no   runners   are  
advancing,   and   no   play   is   being   made.  

b. A   defensive   player   may   be   stationed   to   the   immediate   left   or   right   of   the   coach   within   SIX  
feet   until   the   ball   is   hit.   The   pitcher   position   will   wear   a   protective   helmet   with   mask  
provided   by   BWBA.  

c. If   a   coach   gets   hit   by   a   ball   or   deems   it   necessary   to   knock   a   ball   down   (self-defense),   the  
ball   will   stay   in   play.   

d. There   is   no   infield   fly   rule.    The   ball   will   be   played.  
 

8. Umpires   &   Coaches  
a. All   coaches,   players   and   spectators   must   show   respect   for   all   decisions   of   the   umpires  

and   efforts   of   all   league   participants.   
b. Coaches,   spectators,   players   and   parents   are   NOT   to   harass   umpires   or   challenge   their  

decision   before,   during,   or   after   the   game.    Abuse,   intimidation   or   other   undignified  
discussion,   with   or   about   an   umpire   is   not   permitted   at   any   time   under   any  
circumstances.  

c. A   head   coach   or   an   official   assistant   coach,   and   ONLY   those   individuals,   may   discuss  
with   the   umpires   a   rule   interpretation   at   inning   end   or   game   end.    This   discussion   must   be  
held   with   dignity,   sincerity   and   a   proper   and   calm   demeanor.    An   umpire   is   not   required   to  
discuss   his/her   call   with   any   other   individual.    If   another   individual   has   a   question  
regarding   an   umpire's   call   or   rule   interpreting,   the   individual   may   discuss   the   matter   with  
a   coach,   who   may,   in   turn,   discuss   the   situation   with   the   umpire.   

d. Coaches,   players   and   umpires   must   cooperate   in   an   effort   to   avoid   unnecessary   delays.  
e. The   decision   of   the   umpire   is   final   with   regard   to   all   matters   directly   associated   with   the  

play   of   a   game.    Regardless   of   the   nature   of   an   issue   of   disagreement,   it   is   not   possible  
or   permitted   to   appeal   or   protest   the   outcome,   or   any   part   of   a   game.  

f. Umpires   may   stop   the   game   at   any   time   if   they   feel   there   is   any   unsportsmanlike  
behavior.    The   umpire   shall   then   find   the   League   Official   on   duty   and   the   game   will  
remain   stopped   until   the   situation   is   resolved.  
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